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The Historic Savannah Foundation recently restored 917 Wexler St., the first home in Carver Village restored through
HSF’s Revolving Fund. EVAN LASSETER/SAVANNAH MORNING NEWS

Historic Savannah Foundation restores its first home in Carver Village

Evan Lasseter
Savannah Morning News
USA TODAY NETWORK

The formerly closed in front porch at
917 Wexler St. now pops with mint and
pink stone across the lower third of its
front facade.

The cinderblocks above don that
faint green in a new exterior that match-
es the home’s historic features. The
home is the latest to be restored through
the Historic Savannah Foundation’s Re-
volving Fund and the first done through
the fund in the Historic Carver Village
neighborhood.

The home will be listed for $185,000,
HSF President and CEO Collier Neeley
said, and has a10-year affordability cov-
enant.

“We can’t say anything definitely, but
it's going to be the most affordable
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A “before” look at the recently
restored home on 917 Wexler St.
PROVIDED BY HISTORIC SAVANNAH FOUNDATION
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move-in ready house in Savannah,”
Neeley said.

HSF’s revolving fund is its primary
tool for saving historic properties across
the city. The organization is able to ac-
quire endangered properties through
the fund, then sell to preservation-

minded buyers or conduct restorations
itself.

The organization has used the fund
and its affordability covenants to help
contribute to more attainable housing
in areas such as Cuyler-Brownville.
With the foundation’s first foray into
Carver Village, a historically Black
neighborhood registered as a National
Register Historic District, the organi-
zation is pushing to preserve historic
neighborhoods, home-by-home.

“There’s a unique history here, a
unique culture within the neighbor-
hood,” Neeley said of Carver Village.
“By investing in this house and con-
tinuing to invest in other houses
around the neighborhood, we’re in-
vesting in the preservation of those
stories and that culture.”

See CARVER VILLAGE, Page 2A

Candidates
seek seats
on Board of
Elections

5 qualify for upcoming
Chatham County race

Destini Ambus
Savannah Morning News
USA TODAY NETWORK

In March, five candidates qualified
for the Chatham County Board of Elec-
tions race, to elect four members, two
Republicans and two Democrats, to
those seats.

Early voting for this race, and all
races, starts on April 27 and will run
until May 15. The election falls on May
19.

Here are the candidates for the
Board of Elections:

Seat 1

Jody Ann Voss (Republican) is
running unopposed for seat one.

Seat 2

Ja’Quan Omari Oliver (Democrat)
is running unopposed for Seat 2,
which was previously held by member
Glynda Jones. Oliver is a Savannah na-
tive and a licensed and ordained min-
ister at New Salem Community Fel-
lowship Church. He also previously
served as president of the Chatham
County Young Democrats and is ac-
tively involved with the United Way
Young Leaders, the Keep Savannah
Beautiful Commission, and the Savan-
nah Recreation Commission.

Seat 3

Vicki Bradley (Republican) is a
candidate for Seat 3. She currently
serves as the third vice chairman for
the Chatham County Republican Party
and is an educator, according to their
website. She is also a lifelong Savan-
nahian and has been a poll watcher,
according to her Facebook. Her
priorities are protecting and counting
every legal vote, keeping the voting
process secure and fair and ensuring
every voter has confidence in the proc-
ess.

James Hall (Republican) is cur-
rently the Vice Chairman of the Chat-
ham County Board of Elections. He
is a longtime Savannah resident, pub-
lic servant, community leader and ac-
tive member of the Savannah Area

See CANDIDATES, Page 2A

Impacts of plutonium pit production at Savannah River unveiled

Jillian Magtoto
Savannah Morning News
USA TODAY NETWORK

The National Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration (NNSA) released its draft
Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement (PEIS) for national produc-
tion of up to 205 plutonium pits per year
(ppy) on April 10.

The two-volume document identifies
the half-century potential environmen-
tal and health impacts within 50 miles
of the nation’s two facilities, the Savan-

nah River Site (SRS) in Aiken, SC and
Los Alamos National Laboratory
(LANL) in Los Alamos, NM, that process
the materials fueling the explosions
from nuclear warheads.

In the newly-released PEIS, the
NNSA states its preferred approach is to
produce up to 80 ppy at LANL and 125
ppy at SRS. The PEIS indicates that im-
pacts would be minimal for wildlife,
contamination, workers, radiation to
surrounding communities and more.
But critics are skeptical.

“The draft PEIS clearly highlights an

increased risk of radiation in the envi-
ronment and across communities near
facilities and workers,” wrote nonprofit
Union of Concerned Scientists in a press
release. “The NNSA attempts to write
these off as negligible increases and se-
lects the most harmful and risky option
of continued multi-site operations.”
The public comment period for the
PEIS will be open until July 16. Then, the
NNSA will prepare a final PEIS. The
open house and formal public hearing in

See PLUTONIUM, Page 6A
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Savannah River Site opens new
construction fronts to build its
plutonium facility.
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Carver Village

Continued from Page 1A

Carver Village was built with the
purpose of providing affordable hous-
ing to African Americans and was home
to many veterans, according to HSF.
The neighborhood was established in
1948 and is named for George Washing-
ton Carver, the famous agricultural sci-
entist and inventor.

The Wexler Street property was re-
stored in partnership with Home Buy-
ers of Savannah. The organization has
an emphasis on building or restoring
homes that are economically attain-
able, said co-founder Patrick Hanlon.

Hanlon added he hopes to continue
the partnership with HSF to continue to
restore dilapidated homes in Carver
Village. Partnering with the founda-
tion’s fund enables HBS to take on low-
er development costs and offer finished
properties at a lower price, he said.

“It’s a really cool model because if I
were to purchase this house and do the
same amount of work, I would lose
money,” Hanlon said.

Both HSF and Hanlon said restoring
homes to a form that fits the neighbor-
hood’s character is also part of the mis-
sion. The Wexler Street property is a
single-story, ranch-style bungalow.

The team used historic photos and
records to preserve or restore as much
of the original exterior features as pos-
sible, including maintaining the origi-
nal windows.

Interior restoration included signifi-
cant modernization, including a new
HVAC system and appliances. When
HSF purchased the property the interi-
or also suffered from ceilings caving in,

The Hlstorlc Savannah Foundatlon recently restored 917 Wexler St., the first
home in Carver Village restored through HSF’s Revolving Fund.
EVAN LASSETER/SAVANNAH MORNING NEWS

cluttered space from “superfluous
walls” and lack of closed storage space
for appliances such as the washer and
dryer, Hanlon said.

The development team, which in-
cluded general contractor Construction
Pros, knocked down the unnecessary
walls to open up the 768-square-foot
floor plan. The home features two bed-
rooms and one bathroom with uniform
floors across living spaces and new
kitchen features, including quartz
countertops, a farmhouse sink and
Frigidaire appliances.

On a recent tour of the renovated

Candidates

Continued from Page 1A

Realtors Association, according to his
website.

Seat 4

Latricia Shante Brown (Democrat)
is currently on the Board of Elections
and has been since 2022. She’s been a
resident of Pooler for about 11 years,
and immediately looked to get in-
volved civically upon arrival, leading
to her decision to run four years ago.
She ran on transparency, accountabil -
ity and integrity. She said the reason
she’s running again is because she
would like to continue doing the work,
including updating and modernizing
systems.

Tara Scott Brown (Democrat) is a
Savannah native and graduate of Al-
fred Ely Beach High School, Savannah
State University and Georgia Southern
University. She’s been politically ac-
tive in Chatham County for the last 40
years, according to the Savannah Tri-
bune. Her vision for the board of elec-

property, both Hanlon and Neeley were
beaming with pride.

“Now seeing that potential realized
is atrue victory,” Neeley said. “It’s a vic-
tory for the neighborhood, it’s a victory
for this pilot project, and this partner-
ship with Homebuyers of Savannah.”

Evan Lasseter is the city of Savan-
nah and Chatham County government
reporter for the Savannah Morning
News. You can reach him at ELasse-
ter@savannahnow.com.

tions is accessibility, integrity and
education.

Early voting for this race,
and all races, starts on
April 27 and will run until
May 15. The election falls
on May 19.
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