















































Lee and Emma Adler Award for Preservation Advocacy:
Mrs. Ardis Wood

Mrs. Ardis Wood moved to Savannah in 1993 and quickly established herself as a tireless advocate for preservation and beautification.
Living in Ardsley Park, she became a leading volunteer in the Neighborhood Association and Garden Club. She has been President of both
associations and currently is once again the President of the Ardsley Park Garden Club.

Before coming to Savannah, Ardis led successful projects to beautify Bronxville, NY. Her focus, here, has been on comprehensive planning
to protect all aspects of our historic environment. She has been a driving force for excellence in Savannah city planning for more than 20 years.
Arguably, Ardis is Savannah’s most passionate advocate for top quality urban planning that underpins preservation and sustains beauty.

The much-improved low-intensity illumination we now enjoy in Savannah’s historic downtown is one of her most valuable contributions to
the City. At the turn of the century our squares were badly lit. Ad hoc “improvements” over the years -- and the introduction of unnaturally harsh
sodium vapor lighting -- distracted significantly from their nighttime beauty.

In 2005, Ardis forged a coalition with members of Historic Savannah Foundation and the Downtown Neighborhood Association to revamp
lighting in our downtown squares. She mobilized proponents and personally funded most of the cost to bring renowned international lighting
expert Howard Brandson here. Under her leadership and Brandson’s guidance, they helped convince the City to launch a multi-year program to
properly illuminate the squares. Mrs. Wood devoted countless volunteer hours over nine years -- in concert with City Staff and the Savannah
Downtown Redevelopment Authority -- to shepherd this program to completion. Steady progress was made as funding became available. The
majority of the work was finally completed in 2014.

Early in her efforts to get the square lighting project off the ground, Mrs. Wood realized appropriate illumination, combined with discrete
use of video cameras, would significantly enhance public safety. Her advocacy for the synergistic benefits of security cameras and uniform lighting
gained support from the Police Department and the City. Today, numerous surveillance cameras help deter and solve street crime throughout
Savannah.

Ardis leaves virtually no issue untouched or unspoken...from advocating for a more appropriate fence around Savannah Arts Academy (or
saving its historic wood windows), arguing for a quieter, safer and more peaceful Bay Street, or making the case against variances for increased
height in buildings along River Street...she never fails to make her point without losing one iota of charm or grace.

Ardis frequently appears before City Council, MPC, HDBR and ZBA eloquently warning officials to avoid expedient decisions which erode
Savannah’s beauty. She doesn’t always convince them, but she has earned their respect as a persistent and well-informed advocate. Her calm,
objective presentations—along with her famous charts, diagrams and visual aids (like balloons)—gain public support whenever she speaks.

We think Lee and Emma Adler would agree that Ardis embodies the best traits of a tireless, fearless, gracious and effective advocate.



Nichola Parker Coe Volunteer of the Year Award:
Mrs. Kimberly Newbold

The following adjectives are often used to describe this year’s recipient:
“Hardworking” “Smart” “Flexible”

But perhaps the most-often used adjective is “generous.” In the last year this award recipient has answered nearly every call for
volunteers.

Kimberly Newbold was born on the Marine Corps Base, Camp Lejeune, in North Carolina, to Bob Teston and Pat St. Lawrence. A few
years later they moved Kimberly and her younger brother, Kerry, to Jesup, Georgia, where she would foster a deep love for Jesup’s
neighboring city, Savannah. Kimberly went on to attend the Okefenokee Technical College and received her paralegal degree from
Coastal Georgia Center. She worked as a paralegal for various law firms, but ultimately settled in Richmond Hill, where she and her
husband Bill raised their two children. When available, Kimberly also shares her love of Savannah through her company, Cotton
Blossom Tours.

Kimberly became a member of HSF in the summer of 2013 and has since shown herself to be a hardworking, kind hearted and
generous individual. Her grace and good humor make her a pleasure to work with. Kimberly’s contributions to HSF are numerous.
She gave countless hours during the National Preservation Conference last fall, rising early to help with hospitality stations, staying
late to assist staff with preparations, answering the call to fill in when others couldn’t, and ushering guests in the cold. All of this she
did with a can-do attitude and a genuine smile. She’s contributed hours to HSF’'s Annual Meeting, to the Seacrest Race for
Preservation, to Sustainativity’s Mattress Dash and is volunteering during this year’s Preservation festival.

A final adjective to describe Kimberly comes from her mother Pat and it is “Outstanding.” We could not agree more.

In this season of NBA playoffs, this year’s recipient of the Nichola Parker Coe Volunteer Award is a slam dunk. On behalf of HSF and
the staff who love working side-by-side with her, we are pleased to present the 2015 Volunteer Award award to Kimberly Newbold in
memory of Nichola Parker Coe.



